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BrcinNiNgs

Fred Feng Hsiao (Shaw) was born in Xian, China, on May 19, 1919,
into a highly respected family. His father was the mayor of the city and
was a visionary businessman dealing in cotton, grains, and finance. Fred’s
nickname was “Chang-Chang” meaning “open heart."He was the fourth
of 11 children and enjoyed playing soccer after working in his family’s
fields. His father taught him to be disciplined, to study hard, to work hard
and to be kind and generous to others. He became a Christian at an early
age. Proving himself to be an exceptional student, he attended National
Wuhan University in Hubei Province and in 1944 graduated at the top
of his class. By coincidence, the testing center for the Chinese National
Examinations was in the same city, and Fred's father advised him to sit
for the exam. He did well and was given the opportunity to attend the
university of his choice in the United States.

Coming 10 AMERICA

With the support of his father, Fred began his journey to America in
the winter of 1944. Because the Japanese occupied the China coast,
he was forced to take a flight over the Himalayan Mountains to India.
There he hoarded a US Navy transport that brought him to the west
coast of the United States. He then took a train cross-country to Boston,
Massachusetts. Fred finally arrived at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (M.LT.) in January of 1945 to pursue his Master’s Degree.
When not studying, he could be found swimming in the indoor pool
and enjoying apple pie at the school cafeteria. He graduated from M.L.T.
with a Master's Degree in Civil Engineering in 1946.

MiNNEsSOTA

With the intention of solving the torrential Yellow River flooding in his
homeland, and on the advice of his father to stay in America during the
Communist revolution, Fred decided to pursue his Ph.D. in Hydraulic
Engineering. In 1947, he came to Minneapolis to work under Dr. Strub, the
world-famous professor of hydraulics, whose lab was based at the University
of Minnesota. His deep love affair with sports began while a student at the
“U”and he cheered on his beloved Gophers, Twins, Vikings and Timberwolves
for the rest of his life. Because he greatly valued serving others, he was
elected the president of the Chinese Students Association. Fred was also one
of the founders of the Chinese Christian Fellowship in the Twin Cities.

He met Orville Madsen while attending Hope Baptist Church,
andin 1949, Orville offered him a position at his construction company as a
part-time estimator working out of Orville’s basement. Fred proved himself
to be very good at his trade, and in 1951, became a full-time employee.
During this time, Orville suggested that Fred adopt“Fred Shaw”as his alias
forbusiness since”Feng Hsiao”was too difficult for Americans to pronounce.
Fred was soon promoted to Vice President and Chief Estimator, and in
1954, became a member of the Board of Directors. He was responsible for
growing Orville E. Madsen & Sons from a home-based business to one of
the most respected contractors in the metropolitan area.

In 1957, Fred was a founding Elder of the Twin Cities Chinese
Christian Church. Encouraged by Dr. & Mrs. C.Y. Wang, one of his former
dassmates, he began corresponding with Jennie (Chi-Ni) Ho, an attractive
undergrad at National Taiwan University (NTU) in 1956. A romance
blossomed, and Jennie graduated from NTU and passed her exams to study
abroad. In April 1958, Fred drove to San Francisco to bring Jennie back to
Minneapolis so she could pursue a Master’s Degree in English literature.
Instead, she obtained her“MRS” degree as they married two months later
on June 7. They moved into a small two-bedroom house in Richfield. Two
years later, Jennie was expecting and Fred bought a three-bedroom house
inanew development in Fridley. They moved in the winter of 1960.

In May 1961, they welcomed their first child into the world
and named him Howell. In February 1965, they celebrated their second
sonand named him Hoyt. Fred’s family also lived through the terrifying
tomado of 1965 that completely leveled their home. In 1970, they
moved to a new house in West Bloomington, and in February 1976, they
broug ht their third son, Holden, home. In 1988, Fred moved his family
to Edina to take advantage of the highly ranked public school system.
Then after all his children had grown up, he and Jennie downsized to a
comfortable condo back in Richfield, near where they began.

All his sons have married: Howell to Nina in 1997, Holden
to Yu Wen in 2007, and Hoyt to Zhen Zhen in 2009. He was the proud
grandfather of three grandchildren: Julian, Isabel, and David. Fred truly
loved Minnesota, his adopted home. He always took the opportunity to
express his appreciation for the climate that kept him healthy and the
people that accepted and embraced him even as an outsider. He felt
that he was always treated equitably and with respect.

Shaw-LunbaQuist
When Orville E. Madsen and Sons moved to Wisconsir
hisgood friend and Chief Superintendent Lyle Lundqt
in Minneapolis. Together they found Shaw-Lundgqui
So when Orville E. Madsen’s office in the Sexton Bt
Minneapolis closed its doors on June 30, 1974, Shaw-
its doors the next day in the same office with the ¢
Because Fred's reputation for integrity and honesty
received contractor’s bonding immediately and hit th
With Fred in the office and Lyle in the field, the con
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Supplier of the Year from the Minnesota Minority Pur
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